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BP FOUNDATION AWARDS $2.25 MILLION  
FOR MATH & SCIENCE EDUCATION IN LOUISIANA 

 
 

HOUMA – BP today announced that the BP Foundation will award $2.25 million in grants 
over a three-year period to six Louisiana colleges and universities. The grants will support 
math and science enrichment programs, as well as scholarships and curriculum 
enhancement for technical programs that provide training for jobs in the oil and gas 
industry.  
 
“We believe in the power of partnerships in the communities in which we operate,” said 
Lamar McKay, chairman and president of BP America. “Our investment will offer students 
the skills necessary to enter and succeed in the local workforce. We are particularly 
pleased that we have been able to join with so many Louisiana colleges and universities 
to make the program possible.” 
 
Secondary education institutions identified to receive grants include: Delgado Community 
College; Dillard University; Fletcher Technical Community College; Southern University 
and A&M College; Sowela Technical Community College; and, Xavier University of 
Louisiana.  
 
“As chair of the Senate Small Business Committee and lifelong advocate for education, 
it's my belief that education is everyone's business, and I welcome this opportunity to 
celebrate the BP Foundation’s collaboration with Louisiana colleges and universities, said 
Senator Mary Landrieu.  “We are honored that BP chose Houma as the location for their 
consolidated Gulf of Mexico training operations, and appreciative of their continued 
investment in our workforce.  Our collective future depends on the vitality of this 
community.  I look forward to meeting the challenges of tomorrow together.” 
 
Xavier, Dillard and Southern universities will conduct intensive science and math summer 
enrichment camps for high school students. Sowela, Fletcher and Delgado community 
colleges will receive grants to provide student scholarships and to enhance curriculum 
leading to an associate degree in technology-related fields.  
 
“Louisiana’s oil and gas industry has provided good-paying jobs for our workers for 
decades,” said Congressman Charlie Melancon.  “Forward-thinking initiatives like the BP 
Foundation grants to our colleges and universities will prepare the next generation of 
Louisiana workers to succeed in this increasingly high-tech field.  I thank the BP 
Foundation for showing their confidence in the future of our state and its young people 
with this significant investment in their education.” 
 
Annual grant awards to institutions range from $50,000 to $275,000 per year. 
 



"We are delighted at BP's generosity in supporting our programs and the students who 
will participate in them,” said Joe D. May, president of the Louisiana Community and 
Technical College System. “This kind of support will better help our students excel in 
school and life by preparing them for careers in the oil and gas industry.” 
 

 
- - ends - - 

 
Note to editors: 

 The BP Foundation is a global entity funded by BP, one of the world's largest 
energy companies operating in over 100 countries worldwide. The agreement with 
the six Louisiana Colleges and Universities is the latest in a series of global 
partnerships over the last five years with universities, representing a total 
commitment of approximately $35 million. 

 BP has more than 29,000 employees in the United States; more than 1,000 of 
those employees work in Louisiana and our offshore operations in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

 BP has significant operations in Louisiana and is the #1 producer from the 
deepwater Gulf of Mexico, with daily net production of more than 400,000 barrels 
of oil equivalent. 

 The company’s operations in Louisiana also include state-of-the-art training and 
logistics centers in Houma to support BP’s Deepwater offshore assets, as well 
as gasoline marketing, pipeline operations, and a lubricant oils (Castrol) 
manufacturing plant in Port Allen.  Through heritage companies Amoco, Arco and 
BP, the combined history in Louisiana extends more than 100 years.  
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BP, Houston 

AYANA MCINTOSH-LEE 281 660 1399 (mobile)  

 281 366 8022 (office) 

 

LARRY THOMAS  832 630 4164 (mobile)  
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